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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

gratified that the method presently enjoys considerable use and popularity. I am

especially pleased that a number of researchers have built on it, as [ have hoped
they would. Some of this work constitutes indisputable improvements (as e.g.,
using only the down, i.e. left-hand side, portion of the force-deformation curves
to calculate cohesiveness, or a sounder and easier method of quantifying
springiness). Other researchers have just expanded the number of quantified
parameters by adding new ones (e.g., hardness 2) without demonstrating their
usefulness.

However, I am deeply perturbed by what 1 would call af the
method, and a poor understanding of the meaning of the paramelers and (he
manner in which the method should be executed. As examples of ‘misuse’ |
would cite an article published not so long ago in the Journal of Texture Studies
in which a penetrating needle (rather than a compressing plate) was used, and
a recent publication in the Journal of Sensory Studies in which ‘chewiness’ of
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